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President’s Message 
 
When the Program Committee met last year, they were looking for an 
enjoyable activity for July – since we had decided not to have a fundraising 
function this year.  Members of the Elk Rapids Garden Club have supported 
our Garden Walks in past years so it was decided that returning the favor 
could be a fun activity for us this year.  Search Elk Rapids Garden Club for 
more information about their Walk (or use the link in the section below).  
We will have a brief Membership meeting at the Library at 10:15 am before 
heading to Elk Rapids. 
 

Our community gardens are getting well established, and the vegetable 
garden the club maintains is living safely within the fenced area that the 
club sponsored – with high aims this year to donate 1000 pounds of fresh 
produce to the food pantry.  The committee for that garden deserves high 
praise for the money they have raised through grants and the community 
and city support they have obtained.   
 

Happy Gardening! 
Carolyn 
 
 

July Membership Meeting and Field Trip 
 

 
Our Tuesday, July 14 meeting will include a field trip to Elk Rapids for their Garden Walk. 
We will begin with a brief business meeting at 10:15 am at the Charlevoix Public Library. 
Following that, we will carpool to Elk Rapids. We are suggesting that you pack water and a 
lunch for the day and picnic with us at the Elk Rapids Beach Park on River Street . Tickets 
are $16.50 when purchased online: https://www.elkrapidsgardenclub.com/gardenwalk/  
You may also purchase them in-person on the day of the walk (for $20) at the Blue Star 
Garden - located at ER Chamber of Commerce Building, 305 S US-31, Elk Rapids, MI 49629 
 

 
Our August meeting is a trip to Bear Creek Organic Farm in Petoskey. We are planning to carpool to the farm and return 
for lunch in Charlevoix. Full details will be sent out later in July.  



CAGC Newsletter – July 2026    
  

 

2 

Welcome Fran! 
 

At age 26 while celebrating the July 4th holiday in Charlevoix, Fran and 
her husband, Sam stumbled upon a sweet old cottage and fell in 
love.  Thirty-eight years, 3 children and 2 grandsons later the Talsmas 
continue to spend too much time updating wiring & plumbing, 
patching plaster, and clearing cobwebs all while joyfully cementing the 
love of Charlevoix in their family’s collective DNA. 
  

Fran and Sam divide their time between Charlevoix and Ann Arbor, 
where they raised their children and built their careers.  Fran recently 
announced her retirement as CEO of the Michigan YMCAs; Sam spent 
30 years as President of Anesthesia Associates of Ann Arbor pivoting to 
McClaren Northern Michigan in 2020 where he continues to practice 
part time. 
  

During her free time, Fran tends her plot filled with flowers in the community garden, takes daily climbs up Mt. McSauba 
with her dog Ace, is always up for a boat ride, hosts a steady stream of family and friends, and is never without a project 
on her knitting needles.  Fran is delighted to join the garden club and is committed to making a meaningful contribution. 
 

Depot Heritage Garden 25th Anniversary Celebration 
 

The Depot Heritage Garden Committee invites you to celebrate the 25th Anniversary 
of the Garden with a delightful afternoon tea surrounded by friends, flowers, and 
fellowship. All Garden Club members, family and friends are welcome as we honor the 
beauty, growth, and memories the garden has provided over the past twenty-five years. 
The evemt takes place on Thursday, July 30 from 1:00 – 4:00 pm in the Depot Heritage 
Garden.  
 

Foundations of Gardening Fall Session 
 

Are you interested in becoming a MSU Extension Master Gardener? The fall session of Foundations of Gardening takes 
place from September 15 to November 24, 2026. Live sessions take place once a week for the duration of the class. The 
online format enables you to participate from home with a variety of learning materials, including videos, readings and 
webinars. Foundations of Gardening is designed for the gardening enthusiast who wants to understand how to create 
beautiful, productive and sustainable gardens for personal use, a business or a community. It is also the first step 
needed to apply to become an MSU Extension Master Gardener. Registration is open July 1 – August 26: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/foundations-of-gardening 
 

Are You Using Plant Identification Apps? 
 

Plant identification apps for smartphones have seen significant improvements over the 
past several years. Now AI offers to take a photo and get an instant identification, but are 
they reliable? Erin Hill, (MSU Extension, Department of Plant, Soil and Microbial Sciences), 
has been evaluating plant id apps since 2018. The top performing plant identification 
technology in the 2025 evaluation was PictureThis, with 76% of the suggested 
identifications being correct. Plant identification is one of the many services offered at MSU 
Plant & Pest Diagnostics and the MSU Herbarium. Help is also available through Michigan 
State University Extension via the Lawn and Garden Hotline (1-888-678-3464) or Ask 
Extension. Use the following link read the full article, with rankings of six popular apps. 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/plant-identification-theres-an-app-for-that-actually-several 
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CAGC Events and Community Calendar 
 

July 
1 Foundations of Gardening Registration Opens. Registration for the fall session (September 15 – November 24) 

is open through August 16. Fee $350 for the session. If you know someone interested in becoming an MSU 
Extension Master Gardener, encourage them to take this course. Foundations of Gardening is designed for the 
gardening enthusiast who wants to understand how to create beautiful, productive and sustainable gardens for 
personal use, a business or a community. https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/foundations-of-gardening 

9 CAGC Board Meeting, 10:00 am, Charlevoix Public Library. 
9 Summer Foraging for Wild Herbs, NCMC Lifelong Learning, 6:00 pm. Sierra LaRose, Certified Herbalist, Wild 

Harvester, and owner of Bear Earth Herbals, will lead a walk in the woods to learn about wild plants and their 
properties. Register: https://www.ncmclifelonglearning.com/event-6666887  

11 Native Plant Sale, 9 am – 1 pm, Gruler Gardens, 1298 E Gruler Road, Petoskey. To see the plant list go to: 
https://www.grulergardens.com/nativeplants 

14 CAGC Field Trip: Elk Rapids Garden Walk, 10 am – 4 pm, Elk Rapids. We plan to attend the garden walk for our 
July meeting. Tickets can be purchased online at: https://www.elkrapidsgardenclub.com/gardenwalk/  

16 Friendly Garden Club’s 42nd Annual Garden Walk, 1 pm – 7 pm. Tickets $20. Explore 4 gardens in the Boughey 
Hill area of Traverse City. https://mynorthtickets.com/events/the-friendly-garden-club-42nd-garden-walk-7-16-2026  

18-26 Charlevoix Venetian Festival, Charlevoix, MI. 
19  Little Traverse Conservancy: Mushrooming with Amy and Joe Lipson, 2:00 pm, Hoogland Family Nature 

Preserve. Amy and Joe will co-lead a foraging adventure to look for interesting fungi, and maybe even find some 
choice edibles! https://landtrust.org/events-template/mushrooming-with-amy-and-joe-lipson-3/ 

30 Depot Heritage Garden 25th Anniversary Celebration, 1-4 pm, Depot Heritage Garden 
 
August 
6 CAGC Board Meeting, 10:00 am, Charlevoix Public Library. 
6 Protecting our Monarchs, NCMC Lifelong Learning, 11:30 am. In-person lecture with Lauri Juday. Learn about 

the life cycle of Monarch butterflies and find out how all of us can do our part to preserve their habitat. Register: 
https://www.ncmclifelonglearning.com/event-6724225 

8 Native Plant Sale, 9 am – 1 pm, Gruler Gardens, 1298 E Gruler Road, Petoskey. To see the plant list go to: 
https://www.grulergardens.com/nativeplants 

11 CAGC Member Field Trip to Bear Creek Organic Farm, 9:15 am – meet at the Genesis Church parking lot to 
carpool. Tour begins at 10 am at Bear Creek Organic Farm, 4012 Atkins Road, Petoskey. 

13 Charlevoix Conservation District Annual Summer Garden Party, 5 -7 pm, 303 North Street, Boyne City. Stroll 
through the native plant garden at the Conservation District office and enjoy snacks and beverages, as well as a 
floral arrangement raffle, and information tables.  
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CAGC Newsletter, Website, and Social Media 
 

Submission deadline for the August newsletter is July 25. Email your photos, information, and articles to newsletter editor 
Beth Cowie at bethcowie@mac.com. You can also send information and photos for our website and social media. 

 
 
 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CharlevoixAreaGardenClub/ 
Instagram @charlevoixareagardenclub 


